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In cases of this type every effort in determining etiology
should be made to rule out abnormal conditions of the
auditory apparatus as possible cause of ordinary auditory
images not being stored. (This would make a situation
similar to non-acquirement of normal visual impressions
on account of defective eyesight.) An essential pecu-
liarity in regard to this problem is that tests proving hear-
ing normal at the time of examination by no means show
that in the past there was no auditory defect, such as
would be caused by an inflammatory process, notably
otitis media. Lack of consideration of this important
point reduces the value of the cases of "word-deafness"
reported by Thomas1 and McCall,2 neither of whom gives
developmental history to rule out any prior difficulty with
the auditory apparatus. Also, curiously enough, both of
these instances are given without any detailed study of
the facts of general intelligence.

CASE STUDIES OF DEFECT IN LANGUAGE ABILITY

The examples given cover disability in learning to read
and in use of language, incidentally including difficulties
with spelling as they are correlated with other language
defects.

Case 14. This case is presented as illustrating defect
in special mental processes leading to disability for read-
ing. Here we find a marked deficiency in auditory powers,
shown by poor auditory memory and defective discrimi-
nation of sound. In marked contradistinction, other
mental traits are normal or above normal.

Adolph J., 15J years old, was sent to us as a behavior
case, but proved to be much more an educational problem.

1 Thomas, C. J., "Congenital Word-Blindness and Its Treatment."
Ophthalmoscope, August, 1905.

2 McCall, Eva,  "Two Cases of Congenital Aphasia in Children."
British Medical Journal, May, 1911.